
1 

Blackwater Community School 
(oo’s-kuhk-kee’heem’dahm-Mash’chah’mah’koot) 

Quality Education Begins Here! 

BIG NEWS 
(Ge’e –Haichuagith) 

February 14, 2022-February 25, 2022 

Aupa Hiosik Mashath  

Monday - 2-14:  
(Lunas) 

Tuesday - 2-15:                  
(Go:k-Thash) 

Wednesday - 2-16:  
(Vaik-Thash) 

Thursday - 2-17:          
(Gi:ik-Thash) 

Friday - 2-18:   
(Vialas)  

1.Download the QR Code reader 
app in your Apple or Google Play 
store (Free to download!)  

2. Scan the code! 

3. Check out the BWCS website 
and stay in the loop! 

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY HOTLINE 

FOR COVID-19 

(520)550-6079 

Virtual Learning 

Virtual Learning 

Monday - 2-21:  
(Lunas) 

Tuesday - 2-22:                  
(Go:k-Thash) 

Wednesday - 2-23:  
(Vaik-Thash) 

Thursday - 2-24:          
(Gi:ik-Thash) 

Friday - 2-25:  
(Vialas)  

NO SCHOOL 

Virtual Learning 

Virtual Learning 

Virtual Learning 

Virtual Learning 

Virtual Learning 

 

Virtual Learning 

Virtual Learning 

. "Listen with your heart, you will 

understand." -- Grandmother Willow 

(Pocahontas) 

ASP/GATE 

ASP/GATE 

Valentine’s Day 

ASP/GATE 

ASP/GATE 

President’s Day 
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Dear Parents/Guardians 

We are well into the 3rd quarter of the school year and spring break is just around the corner starting from 

March 7th through March 18th, 2022. I fully understand the disadvantages and loss of academics due to Covid 

19 related pandemic. School staff has been working very diligently to ensure everyone’s safety while our 

dedicated staff continue to provide virtual learning for your child. It has bee n another very hard school year 

not only on our students but also on our school employees as well. 

Our School Board has decided to re-open the school starting from March 21st onwards for all those students 

who are fully vaccinated as per the recently issued Governor’s Executive Order #13.  All students below the 

age of 5 years and those who are not vaccinated will continue to receive their academic instructions through 

virtual learning. Another requirement for your child to attend in-person classes includes that your child must 

be tested for covid19 5 days prior to March 21st and must have negative test results. 

I would like to encourage each one of you to look into getting your child vaccinated if eligible. Vaccinations 

and Covid19 testing are being provided by our Community free of cost. Blackwater School will be hosting 

such a vaccination clinic and testing on February 16th, 2022 starting at 10:00AM till 4:00PM. No appointments 

are required and walk-ins are welcome. Vaccination will be given inside the school gym while covdi19 testing 

will be on a drive-in basis. Thanks to our Gila River Community for making it very convenient for our students 

and the family members. 

Please review the two attached documents with this newsletter. One letter is from our School Health 

Services (SHS) department asking your permission to share about your ch ild’s vaccination status related 

information with our school to ensure your fully vaccinated child joins in-person classes without any 

unnecessary delay. Please sign this document (if ok with you), and send this signed letter back to the school 

either by dropping it off at the front office or with your child if he/she is attending the school for in -person 

classes. 

Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) has sent us N95 face masks for our school staff and students. Each student 

enrolled at our school will be receiving a bag of 10 masks. These masks will be delivered to your child at 

home unless your child is attending in-person classes. Please watch this YouTube video to learn how to help 

your child to put these N95 masks on properly. A separate informational flyer is also attached with this letter 

for your convenience. I have also requested our school teachers to train our students on the proper usage of 

these masks as well. Following is the link to the video: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGXiUyAoEd8 
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I want to assure you all, our school will be ready to re-open on March 21st with all safety protocols in 

place and ready to greet your child (ren). Let us all continue to work together as one Team to ensure 

the Best Quality Education is delivered to all our students. I want to thank each one of you for playing 

such a big role in the educational journey of your child, especially during these tough times.  

Feel free to call me at (520) 215-5859, if you have any question or suggestion. Your feedback is much 

appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Jack Sharma (Principal) 







 

 

CULTURE. KNOWLEDGE. LEADERSHIP. 

www.bie.edu 

Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) 

N95 Respirators for Schools and Families 
 

WHY ARE WE DISTRIBUTING THESE MASKS?  

BIE schools want to reduce risks to their students, staff, and communities from the dangers of 

COVID-19. These N95 respirators are for your family’s use to reduce COVID-19 risk when in 

close proximity with public such as indoors with people from outside your home. 
 

HOW DO N95 RESPIRATORS PROVIDE A BETTER LEVEL OF PROTECTION? 

An N95 respirator has better filtration, and if worn properly the whole time it is in use, can 

provide a higher level of protection than a cloth or surgical mask. A mask or respirator will be 

less effective if it fits poorly or if you wear it improperly or take it off frequently. 
 

HOW TO WEAR IT CORRECTLY? 

It is important for respirator to form a seal to the face to work properly. Gaps between mask 

and face can let air with respiratory droplets leak in. Gaps can be caused by choosing the wrong 

size, type of respirator or worn with facial hair that prevents a close seal.  

 

WHAT NOT TO DO! 

N95 respirators are intended for adult use only. Do NOT wear NIOSH-approved respirators; if 

they are wet or dirty, or with other masks or respirators. If it is hard to breathe while wearing 

then consult your physician. 
 

WHAT ABOUT N95 RESPIRATORS? 

N95 respirators are typically worn by healthcare workers. These mask provide even more 

protection than surgical or cloth masks. However, N95 respirators must fit and be worn 

correctly to be effective. The N95 respirators should not be used if it is hard to breathe while 

wearing one.  N95 respirators are for use by Adults only, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 

has not approved N95 respirators for children at this time. 

CDC Website for more information (QR Code will take you there):  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-

masks.html  

      

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
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